


1o the Honorable H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court of 
Lee County, Virginia: 

Humbly complaining your Spay sera William Marcum, would respect- 
fully show unto your Honor that on the 7th day of dune, 1896, Le 
was married to one Nora Williams, in Claiborne County, Lennessee, 
and that he and his said wife at once,thereafter,took up their resi- 
dence at their Pormerhome in Lee County, Virginia, where they con- 
binued to live together until late in the Fall of that year when they 
removed to Middlesboro, Kentucky; Bhat they lived in tHe sakdeorny 


rv | /$77 
of itiddlesboro, until the next Summer, when your Orator becoming 


Jissatisfied with living at that place decided to moved back to his 


home in Lee County. His said wife at first objected to coming back 
to Lee County to live, but after talking the matter over with her 
your respondent finally got her to promise to return with him, and 
there was an agreement and understanding between them that he should 
come on back We hee County and.get a home in readiness for them, 
Khen write to her and she would come on to him. Your respondent 
did, pursuant to this understanding, come on back to Lee County, and 
prepare a home for nimself and nis said wife, and then wrote to her 
LO come of. tie did not receive any reply to his letter, and he 
wrote again, and then again, writing in all some half dozen or more 
letters from time to time, and to all of these he received only one 
reply from his said wife, a letter, in which she said she did not 
intend to come and that she would not live with hin agaim. »YoOur 
orator wrote to her after getting this letter to try to imauce’ hex 
Bo come, bub he never received any reply from such levers. Your 
orator will now show your Honor that he has lost or misplaced said 
letter which he received from the said Nora, so that he is tunable to 
file th@x same with his bill, but there are living witnesses, and 
responsible men,who saw said letter and read the same and can testi- 
fy as to its contents. 

Your orator will now show your Honor that some time after re- 
ceiving the aforesaid letter from his said wiie, ‘ne heard & ume 


from wnom he does not now remember, that that his said wife had in- 


stituted, or was bhreatning to institute,a suit againss him for a 





divorce, in the State of Kentucky; but knowing that she hada no 
grounds upon which to base such a suit, and stiil hoping that she 
woulda return to her home and live with him,if given time to think 
the matter over, your orator paid no attention to this rumor, and 

he was in no way notified of the institution of any such suit. Later 
your orator was reliably informed by parties who claimed to have 
seen his said wife, that she claimed to have secured a divorce, 

and had married again, and was living with one __...s Turner claiming 
to be married to him. Upon investigation your orator found it 


bo be true that his said wife was married to one furnew, 


and was, and Shi eeee Lintiewotie fam, in “ohle, rele tPOmrof #wiElo), in. 


Lhe Clty of iliddlesworo, Kentucky. then your orator employed counsel 
LO investigate said alleged divorce proceedings, if there had been 
such, and upon their investigation he was informed that such a SULT 
had been instituted in Bell County, Kentucky, tna desertion was 
alleged as a growmds for divorce prayed for, and that a decree had 
been entered in said cause granting a divorce. Bub your Crater 

was further informed that the records in this cause do not show 

bhat any process was ever served upon him, notifying him of the 
institution or pendency of said suit, and that no proceedings were 
taken against him as a non-resident defendant, and in actual fact, 
as your orator here alleges, there never was any service of process 
served upon him in any manner, notifying him of the institution Or 
pendency of said suit, alwhougn his whereabouts, av thegptime of the 
institution of said suit was well known to the said Noma ijarcum. 
Your orator is advised that if said cause had been regular in all 
particulars, and the grounds alleged for divorce properly proved, 

he having been properly made a parvy thereto and given his day in 
Court, the decree enwered In the cause would have granted $e_himsett 
an absolute divorce to himself as well as to his said wife, but since 
he was never properly made a party 60 said suit, process never nav- 
ing been served upon him nor any atwempt: made, to seive him Tegads os 
-ice of the institution or pendency of said suit, any OGG entered 
therein is absolutely void and of no effect, and he here alleges 


that said decree is absolutely void, as well as all ovher proceed 





~@ 


ing had in the sald cause. Your orator Further alleges that it 1s 
not true that he had deserted his said wife, but on the contrary 
“ne Fach is that she decerted and abandoned him,*as is hereinbe- 
Fore Fully set out. Your orator Was a kinda and affectionate hus- 
hand to the said Nora during all the time that she lived with him 
as his wife, and provided for har in a manner suited to their con- 
dition and station in life. Your orator Gid not desire to get a 
divorce from his said wife, and he has lived aid, “tine. tame in the 
hape tnat she would bhiaz better of her first decision and returmm 
-o him and live with him as she did in the first months of their 
married life, but since she has now attempted to get a divorce, 
which could have Baily: Karminatbed adversely to her had your ora vor 
been notified and been given a chance Lo defend the same, and since 
she has now married again, and 1s living with the said We — 
ner as nis’ wife, your orator thinks jaamex 16 proper that proper tao- 
Lion be taken and a divorce legally granted to fim. 

Your orator further alleges that he is a citizen and resident 
of Lee County, Virginia, and has peen a citizen of such County for 
more than one year next preceeding the institution of this suit. 


The prayer, therefore,ot Oma aetia, LOI VS that the said. Nora 


Marcum, alias Nora Turner, pe made the party defendant to Crs. ble 


“hat she be required to answer the same, but she need not do so under 
oath as answer under oavn 1s expressly waived; that order of publica- 
blon be made published and posted against the said defednant she be- 
ing a non-resident Cumppelas= state of Virginia; and that upon a final 

hearing a décree be entered granting bo your Orator a divorce 2 


—— 


vinculo matrimonii; and for general relief; and he will ever pray <c. 


cA tee’ &_ ae ie 








William Marcum, Piano rts 
Vs. Cte OR AiG-e 17. 


Nora Marcum alias ‘Nora ‘urner. Defendant. 


This cause came on this day to be heard upon the $4210 of the ptain- 
tig®s proof of legal services by publication and posting of proper 
summons by publication on the defendant who is a non-resident and who 
Pailed and still fails to appear, plead, deyper, or answer the said 
bill, which is taken for confessed agalnst, ae. and the depositions of 
witnesses, properly taken and certified before one of the Commission- 


ers of this Court; and was argued by counsel. 
On consideration of all which,and it appearing to theCourt Prom 


the evidence in the case that the defendant deserted and abanaoned 

the plaintiff, which desertion and abandonment has conttnued for more 

than three yearw next péSore the institution of this suit; and tiHat 

the plaintiff has: been: domiciled in this county and state for more than 

one year next before the institution of this suit; it 1s adjudged or- 
dered and decreed that the bonds of matrimony existing between the 

pladivpit tf, rice ee Voice the defendant Nora Marcum alias Nora 
Turmer be,and the same are, nereby annulled and dissolved and that the 
plaintiff be granted a divorce of vinculo matrimonii from the defend- 
Bb § 


And it is' further adjudged ordered and decreed that the plaintiff 


recover of the defendant his. costs in this suit expended. 


And this cause is stricken from the docket. 
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lhe depositions of Nathan Sword, and owvhers, taken 
betore mew Geo wP -@mL-dl in, ayCommiss Loner. in’ Chancery onthe Gain 


_ 
i 


cult Court of Lee County, Virginia, at- the law office of C.T.Duncan 
iv) Pale sTowa vor Sonesvikle, Virginia. ton the: . 7th sday ‘ofr .May:,’ 1.907% 
which depositions are intended to be read as evidence in behalf of 
the plainticf ina certain suit in Chancery now depending” in tne 
Circuit Court of Lee County, Virginia, in which William Marcum is 
plaintiff and Nora Marcum, alias Nora Williams is defenaant. 
Present, O.-. Duncan sae ee Por plainpatT. 

Nathan Sword, a witness of lawful age being first duly sworn 


deposes as follows: 


Q.1.-- Please state: your age, occupation and place of residence? 


A,-- IT am 45 years.old, and am farmer, and reside,on Wallens Creek, 
Lee County, Virginia. 

@.,2.-- Are you acqauinted with the plainticf and defendant in 
Lois sult, and i? so now long have you known them? 

A,-- I am acquainted wit said parties, and have sown them alt 
pnhe1ir lives, except for what time she has been in Kentucky. 

Q.%.-- Please state whether or not the plaintirtl ana defendant 
now live together as husband and wife, and if you say whey do not, 
state anything and all you may know relative to their separation? 

A.-- lhey do not live together now as husband and wife. I know that 
they separated. Six years ago last winter I wrote a letter to her 
For him. I cannot state just the language of the letter, but I wrote 
it) for him just as a man would write to his wife wno had lett him 
and he wanted to live with her, and in the letter he told her that 
he wanted to have her live with him and that he would support her 
and take care of her if she would allow him to do 80. That was tne 
purport of the letter. Sometime afterwards, I believe something 
like two months he got and answer to the letter and L read that. 

Tn that letter she stated that she would not live with, Telused. 
everything he had offered, and ordered fim now to write to her any 
MOZ#S « [ have never seen her since before that time, and they nave 


never lived together to my knowledge since. 


¢ 


Q.4.-- State where the Plainti?’P and defendant lived at the time 





of their marriage, and where dao whey now resilder 

A.-- ‘Lhey both lived on Wallens Creex in his County when they 
married and lived there some 011 fier they were married. Nora Mar- 
cum does not live in this County, and as {f.understand lives in Ken- 


~ 


tucky and has lived tnere Lor more than six years. William Marcum 
hives in Lee County, Virginia, and {£ suppose has made his home 

here all his life, at least ne WH made this his place of residence 
For tne last six years. 


@. 4£.-- Do you <now anyuning, of ever hear anything about the said 


Nora Marcum having married since sne deserted the sala William? 


A.-- IT have heard ner mother talk of her being married to @ man 


by the name of lurner, ana it, 18 the general understaading that she - 
has since Married in Kentucky, and £ don’t suppose there is any doubt 
about it. 


, 


ileponernt saith not. 


William Marcum, another witness of Lawl 3270 being auly sworn 
deposes as follows: 
Q@.1.-- Please stare whether or not you are tae defendant in this 
cause? 
A v-—: Tam the defendant. in 
C.2.-- When were you marricd to he defendant, state now long an.a 
where you lived with her aia state when and the circumsvances of 
her deserting your 
A. =~ We,-were married, in Tune 1896. We first Lived Logvetner On 
Wallens Creek in Lee Counby Ay las Gee yey ee, Oe six months or more ama 
‘hen we moved Middlesboro, and atter staying there a rew months, 
then we dagecided to move pack to our old home in Lee County. She at 
Pirst did not want to come, put after some time 1 pursuaded her 
it was the best thing to do, and she agreea for me to come on. 
(Oo hee County ana get reagy for her tome come and that she woulda 
come on. Ina siiort time I wrote to ner -o come on and sne answered 


rhat she would not come ana -or me not to write to her any more. 


wrobde twice I think, bit shoe only answered one of 





She never did come, bit has all the time refused to live with me, 
and I have. lately been informed that she claims to have obtained a 
divorce in Kentucky and is. living with another man as his wife. 
Ll always treated my wife kindly and provided for her in the best Mar 
ner possible. We were very young when we were married. I was only 
19 and and she fourteen. LT have been ready,at all times: to < 
back and live with her, mtil I heara she was living with another 
man, but she has amphatically refused to live with me. 

I have lived in Lee County all my life, except for the few monhns 
that IL lived in Middlesboro, Ky. some six or seven years ago. and 
Lee County has been tne place of my residence Ox more than Six 


years next berore "une institution of this suit. 2 has been more 


than six years since m said wife deserted me. £ never had notice of 


aay sult for divorce ever Naving peen brought by her against me. 
Nad”. Baw ELves nhiis daeponent ed tt © ier. 
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Virginia, Lee County, CO-WLtS 
I, Geo.P.Cridlin, a2 Commissioner in Chancery ‘o1 the’ Gircrit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia, ao certify that the Corego ing depo- 
sitions of Nabhan Sword and William Marcum, were taken, Swot) CO 
snseribed before me at the time, place ana for the gies S of 


he caption mentioned. 


Yin7an under my hand this the 7th day of May, ‘1907. 


* 


GLloner in Chancery. 








BOATRIGHT PRINTING CO., GATE CITY, VA. 
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Ju the Clech’s ffice of the Cizcutit Court of thre comntty of Lee, om the 


day of LALOM 


And an affidavit having been made and filed that the defendant, 6 RE MLL AED Fel ABO 
Mac Oe is DIOL oat on 


not are of the State of Virginia, it is ordered that, LLL Pg do appear here within .- 


th suit. And it 1s 
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AFFIDAVIT FOR ORDER 
OF 
PUBLICATION 














The Counnonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


eg Q4 Vig 
the fem Fe ey intent LB 27 janna22 190-7, to answer a bill in chancery exhibited against- MeaLt~ 


And fae. then there this writ. Witness, H. . T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at ae court-house, thee 2, 3 


day of- V4 LA ef As,.., 190. / and 1s/_/__year of the Commonwealth. 


A Copy, Teste: Lae (Wiz CF - i277 PLGA, Clerk 


, Clerk 
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Order of Publication, = 
In the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court 
of the county of Lee, on the 12th 
day of March, 1907. 
WILLIAM MARCUM, Plaintiff, 


_ against 
NORA MARCUM alias NOBA TURNER 
Defendant. . 

In chancery. 

The object of this suit is to obtain 
divorce a viriculo matrimonii by plain- 
tiff from defendant, And an affidavit 
having been made and filed that the de 
findant Nora Marcum, alias Nora Tur- 
ner, is not a resident of the State of Virs 
ginia, it is ordered that she do appear 
here within fifteen days after due pubs 
lication hereof, and do what may be 
necessary to protect her interest in this 
suit. And itis further ordered that a 
copy hereof be published once a week 
for four weeks in tho Jonesville Star 
and that a copy be posted at the front 
door of the Courthouse of this county 
as prescribed by law, 


A copy—Teste: 
H.C. T. EWING, Clerk. 
By M. E. FLANARY, D. €. 
C. T. DUNCAN, p. a. 





of The Jonesville Star, a weekly newspaper 
published in the county of Lee, state of Virginia, 
do hereby certify that the enclosed notice was 
maaneted in said paper once a week for four 


successive weeks, n the-- y, Jay z 
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